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DR. STEVEN ENGEL
I am consistently impressed by the 
accomplishments of our honors students and 
our honors alumni.  Our cover story this issue 
highlights two Bell Honors Program alumni, 
Darin Van Tassell and Bob Mikell, who are each 
making an extra effort to make Statesboro an 
even more desirable place to live, learn, play, and 
do business.
The biggest news for us concerns the 
consolidation of Georgia Southern University 
and Armstrong State University.  We have made 
a special effort to insure that we build a shared 
sense of community among honors students 
across the campuses of the new Georgia 
Southern University.  Nothing builds a common 
sense of purpose quite like doing things together 
so it is exciting for us to share the stories of 
engaging students from the two campuses 
together in service and academic experiences.  
Finally, it should be noted that this fall, for 
the fourth time in as many opportunities, Honors 
@ Georgia Southern was selected among the 
top publications in the country by the National 
Collegiate Honors Council—this year taking first 
place.  I am very proud of the students who take 
the photographs, write the stories, and create 
the layout and design of this student-produced 
award-winning magazine. 
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Dr. Darin Van Tassell had a small Tormenta pin situated on his left 
lapel. He eagerly explained the meaning behind the pin. “Our team 
name, Tormenta, means storm in Spanish. The ibis bird in the center 
is our team’s symbol. The bird is best known for its bravery. It is the 
last animal to retreat from a storm, and the first animal to reappear,” 
Van Tassell said. He stressed the importance of his team to lead in 
bravery on and off the field. However, Van Tassell’s connection with 
the Statesboro community began long before the creation of the 
professional soccer team, Tormenta FC.
Van Tassell moved to Statesboro when he was three-years-old, 
because his father accepted an offer to teach in Georgia Southern 
College’s political science department. “I’ve been on this campus a 
long time,” he said. “I was actually a student at the Marvin Pittman 
elementary school, which is now the arts building. Once I graduated 
Statesboro High School, I signed as a baseball player for Georgia 
Southern, as well as a Bell Honors Student.” 
As a student from 1985 to 1989, Van Tassell enrolled in the 
challenging curriculum of interdisciplinary honors courses that made 
the Bell Honors Program a national model of honors education. “We 
had small seminar classes, which were team taught, heavily reading 
and writing intensive, and had no more than eighteen people,” he said. 
As the University Honors Program started developing courses 
within majors to help students in writing their honors theses, Van Tassell 
began leading that course for the Center for International Studies in 
2008 and has been the mentor to countless Honors students. “The 
shift in focus to undergraduate research, has allowed me to work with 
incredibly talented students, working on thought-provoking research. 
The role of mentoring is extremely rewarding,” he said.
He stressed the quality of education he received as an 
undergraduate. He was pushed to write, interpret, and question his 
material in the Bell Honors Program. While at Georgia Southern 
University, Bell Honors Program Director, Dr. Hew Joiner, nominated 
Van Tassell for the Rhodes Scholarship. 
“Dr. Hew Joiner nominated me to be a Rhodes Scholar. And to this 
date, I believe that I am the only finalist Georgia Southern University 
has ever had. The interview processes for the finalists was amazing. 
I was the only student from a public university. The other students in 
attendance were all from Ivy League schools. I was interviewed by 
six former Rhodes scholars, and five of them were federal judges. 
They made a comment that has stuck with me since. They said, ‘We 
are looking at the classes you have taken in your undergraduate 
curriculum, and it is easily the most interesting and inspired curriculum 
that we have come across.’ They were beyond surprised at Georgia 
Southern University. I was incredibly proud to be an Eagle that day,” 
Van Tassell said. 
After graduation, he spent the summer in the Soviet Union with the 
baseball team of Estonia. This experience put his professional career 
in motion. “During that summer, two interesting things happened. 
First, the Soviet Union fell apart while I was living there. Second, I 
got involved with international baseball. It solidified my passions for 
sports and international studies,” he said. 
After that summer, he started working with the International 
Federation of Baseball and continued until 2010. “With that 
organization, I traveled to over forty countries, became the head coach 
for the Nicaraguan Olympic Team, and I helped organize and manage 
the games in Athens, Greece,” he said. “Finally, I was the competition 
director for baseball during the Beijing Olympics. I fulfilled these 
outside responsibilities all the while maintaining a faculty position. I 
was able to bring these experiences into the classroom.”
Still, outside the classroom, Van Tassell was finding new experiences 
in sports and entertainment in Statesboro, first with the development 
of Hacker’s Golf Park – a complex that includes a driving range, 
putting green, championship mini-golf course, and batting cages. 
Following the success of Hackers came plans for the Clubhouse, a 
42,000 square foot complex that includes bowling, laser tag, go karts, 
a full restaurant and bar, and an arcade. There are also several full-
size soccer fields on the grounds, signaling the arrival of a new sport.
“While watching my son growing up playing soccer, I saw a 
complete revolution underway. Sport works because the fans are 
passed down through generations. However, we are in a moment right 
The role of a university education is to expose students to 
new ideas, to show them the tools needed to think through 
the difficult challenges, and to prepare them for participation 
in the conversations and projects of the larger world. A 
college education should have lasting impact beyond job 
training; it should ready the student to be engaged. The 
University Honors Program seeks to fulfill this role by 
demanding students engage in the classroom and in the 
community—a position shared by its predecessor, the Bell 
Honors Program, and its consolidation partner, the Honors 
Program at Armstrong State.
Two Bell Honors Program alumni who have engaged the 
wider world and made a difference in Statesboro are Darin 
Van Tassell and Bob Mikell.  Each of them participated in the 
Bell Honors Program in different eras, but both of them have 
worked hard to give back to their shared community in an 
effort to see it grow and develop.  Their stories reveal the 
legacy of honors at Georgia Southern, but they also provide a 
model for engagement that all honors students should follow.
ALUMNI CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT
darin van tassell’s hat trick:
scholar, athlete, entrepreneur
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now where soccer is getting passed up. The fans are starting with the 
grandkids and children. Eventually, these fans will become adults, and 
the process of passing down sports will occur again,” he said. 
Soccer’s popularity is steadily increasing in the United States, and 
Van Tassell understands the economic impact a professional soccer 
team can have Statesboro, Georgia. “I knew Statesboro was ready 
to be a professional city. During the day, almost 100,000 people 
work in Statesboro. That number changes the way you think about 
Statesboro instantly. There is a commute to Statesboro. People live 
in the surrounding area and choose to come here for work,” he said. 
Tormenta is in the Premier Development League (PDL), and will 
soon expand to have a second team in the U.S. Soccer Federation’s 
third tier of professional soccer, the upcoming United Soccer League 
– Division 3 (USL D3). This team is not only an economic tool for the 
city, but also an emblem for the community. Van Tassell addressed the 
social responsibility that comes with being a professional athlete. “We 
have to be in schools, visit hospitals, and be there for the community. 
We read to children in the library every Wednesday during the season. 
We have created soccer camps and clinics for the city’s residents. We 
also do fundraising events for local organizations, like Safe Haven and 
the Averitt Center for the Arts,” he said. 
That approach to running Tormenta FC earned the club the “New 
Franchise of the Year” award during its first year in 2016, and is what 
prompted the USL to award Tormenta FC the inaugural USL D3 team 
for the new league. In their second year, Van Tassell was nominated 
for the PDL Executive of the Year award, and the franchise won “Best 
Game Day Promotion” as well as several other nominations. Tormenta 
FC has become a team that players want to play for and fans want 
to drive to see.
Van Tassell has spent thirty years as a faculty member at Georgia 
Southern University, but has been connected to the Statesboro 
community for his entire life. The spring 2018 semester is his final 
one teaching as a faculty member. His chapter at the university may 
be coming to a close, but his work to better the community is not 
complete. He has dedicated his life to teaching, sports, and business, 
all of which seek to build connections in the community. 
“Teaching is such a part of my soul. However, I’ll never be done 
teaching, because when you are running a professional sports team 
or managing The Clubhouse, you use all the same skills that you would 
in the classroom. However, the one thing I will miss the most is the 
students. I don’t think there is anything more fulfilling for a faculty 
member than to get a letter or a note from a student who offers their 
thanks. They write how something lasting and profound happened 
to them while they were in my class. Sometimes it’s ten years later. 
Sometimes it’s immediate, but I keep all of them,” Van Tassell said.
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Bob Mikell’s best community:
From the blue mile to the ymca 
Statesboro is not just Bob Mikell’s home town; it is in his DNA. He 
hails from a family whose presence in Statesboro goes back nine 
generations and whose ties to Georgia Southern run deep. It is no 
surprise, then, that Mikell works tirelessly for his community and alma 
mater, particularly in helping shape Statesboro’s Blue Mile Project 
and bringing a YMCA to the community. His efforts in his hometown 
earned him a place in Georgia Trend magazine’s “40 under 40” of 
Georgia’s best and brightest in 2017.
Except for his time in law school in Athens, Georgia and a one 
year stint in Chattanooga, Tennessee as a law clerk, Mikell has lived 
in Statesboro his entire life. He grew up a devout Eagles fan, and both 
his parents graduated from Georgia Southern University. Staying in 
Statesboro for college and returning after law school was an easy 
decision for Mikell.
“Due to my family’s connection to Georgia Southern University, it 
became the school that I had the most affection for,” he said.  Being 
invited to join the Bell Honors Program made attending the hometown 
school even more attractive, he said. “I knew that I was going to enjoy 
the school that I loved. I received an interdisciplinary education with 
team-taught, small classes. It was truly a personal education,” he said. 
Mikell was in the Bell Honors Program from 2003 to 2007. While in 
the program, he took a broad range of classes. “My honors education 
allowed me to make connections from different disciplines, instead of 
just my specific major. I was able to question how art affects science 
and vice versa,” he said. 
During his first year in the Bell Honors Program, Mikell was in Dr. 
Steven Engel’s seminar course. “The summer project before we arrived 
was to read and think about the concept of just and unjust wars. The 
course was right after the Iraq War, so his discussions were topical, 
engaging and very much different from any type of education or class 
that I had before,” Mikell said. 
During Mikell’s undergraduate career, he was heavily involved 
on campus. He was a Southern Ambassador and a member of the 
Student Judicial Board. These experiences led Mikell to find his 
passion in leadership. He said, “Community service became a part of 
my everyday life. It is who I am, and it is a part of everything I do.”
After his time in law school and holding a clerkship, he returned 
to Statesboro to pursue a career in law. Through this position, he was 
able to transform his love of his community into action. “When I see 
ways that Statesboro can be improved with initiatives like the Blue 
Mile and the YMCA, I am able to create and implement plans rather 
than just talking about them. Having this leadership background from 
school inspires me to be involved and make change,” he said. 
The Blue Mile is one of Mikell’s largest goals for the city. Statesboro 
was originally a tourist destination for people traveling to Florida from 
northern states. U.S. Highway 301 traveled through downtown creating 
traffic for restaurants, hotels, and stores. However, the construction 
of the country’s interstates changed the travel routes, leaving behind 
small cities, such as Statesboro. 
“Neighborhoods started to suffer some decay and vacancies as 
people started to leave the city center to surrounding counties. Today, 
the downtown area has gone through a little bit of a renaissance 
itself, with the renovation of the courthouse, the new city hall, the 
Averitt Center for the Arts and the city campus of Georgia Southern 
University. However, there is still this one mile gap between campus 
and downtown that looked tired with vacant buildings and in need of 
some type of revitalization. The idea was to find a way to entice new 
businesses here, renovate and demolish some buildings, and create 
a place that people want to come to. Our primary goal is to make 
downtown feel connected to the campus, creating a physical and 
symbolic connection between the two,” Mikell said.
Mikell was the chair of the Board of Directors for the Downtown 
Statesboro Development Authority when he and a group of community 
leaders started developing plans for the Blue Mile. Around that same 
time, Frontier Communications announced a competition for cities 
developing revitalization plans called America’s Best Communities. 
With the top cash prize of $3 million, the Blue Mile project kicked into 
high gear.
After numerous studies and development plans, sales pitches, 
and the initial transformation of the Blue Mile with the raising of 
new signs on South Main Street, America’s Best Communities named 
Statesboro in the top three, awarding the city $1 million. As vice chair 
of the Chamber of Commerce, Mikell is continuing to work with his 
colleagues to fundraise and to apply for grants, with the goal of 
completing the Blue Mile. 
“The Honors Program’s focus on social justice and caring for our 
neighbors defined my personality. It became one of the reasons I made 
sure neighborhood revitalization, affordable housing and livability was 
a key component of the Blue Mile plan. I knew that redevelopment in 
this country has not always been good for everyone. Many times, it 
disadvantaged people, who were shut out or relocated. With the Blue 
Mile, we are trying to be deliberate and are talking to people who 
have experience with this type of project in hopes to minimize those 
effects,” Mikell said.
The Blue Mile is not Mikell’s only focus in the community. He also 
worked to bring a local YMCA to Statesboro. A YMCA can benefit a 
local community, providing a variety of programs. “I realized growing 
up here and attending school here that there are gaps or voids in 
our community. In my opinion, a YMCA could fill one of those gaps 
successfully,” he said. 
Mikell worked with the YMCA of Coastal Georgia to provide a 
Statesboro location. These organizations need to be invited into a 
community as well as have the community’s support before its creation. 
Mikell began this journey in 2013, with a group of citizens interested in 
this opportunity. “We developed surveys, needs assessment tests, and 
market studies. Eventually we were approached by some investors 
who were buying the Sallie Zetterower Elementary School. They felt 
that we might be interested in that location for the YMCA. We agreed 
to a ninety-nine year lease with the option to buy,” he said. “The YMCA 
opened in October of last year, and it is one of the fastest growing Ys 
in the country, with almost three thousand members in less than six 
months.”
Mikell loves Statesboro. He loves Georgia Southern University. He 
loves the community he has helped prosper. He knows the work has 
just begun with the Blue Mile and the YMCA, and he continues to 
work to make Statesboro a destination city.  In fact, his brother Scott 
Mikell (biology ‘10), a fellow honors graduate, has just completed his 
MD at the Medical College of Georgia and is returning to Statesboro 
to serve as a family physician. 
“It is rewarding to see that our efforts are able to impact people’s 
lives for the better,” he said. “The reason I like Statesboro is because of 
the people. When you are able to create things that help and serve an 
individual person that is a nice thing. As a community, we are a family.”
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Digging into the 
Collection
Archaeological repositories have a constant flow of incoming 
collections from a range of different artifacts, and typically a 
collection’s common connection is the location in which the artifacts 
were found. The repository at Georgia Southern University accepts 
collections primarily from sites in Georgia, and cataloging the 
University’s collections is a daunting task on its own. However, 
Amanda Sexton (anthropology ’18) has taken on the larger challenge 
of cataloging collections from approximately twenty repositories in 
the southeast.
Sexton’s research focuses on the repositories’ means of 
choosing collections based on price. “I want to see the state of 
these repositories, which were surveyed in an archeological report 
in 2002, and their collections now that they’ve had more time to 
work with their budget and determine whether these prices will be 
sufficient. I also hope that another effect of this project will be that 
archaeologists will have an easier time finding a place to house 
the collections since this project will produce an updated list of the 
currently active facilities,” she said.
 She began working on this project with Dr. Matthew Compton. 
Initially, he needed volunteers to participate in the management of 
Georgia Southern University’s collections. This work evolved into her 
honors thesis: “Costs of Curation: A Comparative Analysis of the 
Southeastern United States.”
Sexton’s research caught the eye of the Curation and Collections 
Committee of the Society of Historical Archeology (SHA). 
“I am excited that Amanda has been able to make this connection 
with the Society for Historical Archaeology through her honors 
thesis project. It’s unusual for an undergraduate student to have the 
opportunity to serve on a committee of a national organization such 
as the SHA. I think this is a great opportunity for her to share her 
research while also making connections with others in the field,” Dr. 
Compton said.
The SHA team is working on a similar project, except on a larger 
scale. She attended the 2018 Society for Historical Archaeology 
Conference in New Orleans, Louisiana, in order to meet and to 
network with SHA’s team members.
 “We discussed my plans for the future and how I might achieve 
my goals with my research. I was one of the youngest people at 
the conference, so the professionals were interested in me starting 
research at a young age. It was incredibly interesting to hear the 
ideas that they had for what this research could be used for. They 
would like to use the data we compile to make an interactive map 
that archaeologists could use to find the best place to house their 
collections,” she said.
The 2018 Society for Historical Archaeology Conference allowed 
Sexton to gain hands-on experience and talk with professionals in 
her desired field of work. While at the conference, she attended 
several sessions and met with many professionals in her field. One 
session discussed the idea of material culture. 
“One of the speakers had photos from some of the residents 
who live around a lighthouse that his team was excavating. Some of 
the artifacts that they had found could be seen in the photos,” she 
said. “For me, it’s always an incredible experience when I get to see 
someone interacting with a recovered artifact in a photo, because it 
gives life and depth to what I’m looking at. I think that feeling can get 
lost sometimes because we study people who have been deceased 
a long time.”
Looking back, Sexton said she began her research like many 
other students, unsure about what subject she wanted to pursue. 
“Don’t be afraid to start talking about research early. Even if you 
are not sure about what you would like to do, talk to people about 
it. They may know of opportunities that you would never hear about 
otherwise,” she said. “Let people know what you are interested in so 
that they can help you. Our mentors are here for us and want to see 
us succeed.” 
It’s unusual for 
an undergraduate 
student to have the 
opportunity to serve 
on a committee of a 
national organization” 
“
 —DR. matthew compton
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Tybee Island is home to beautiful beaches along the 
Atlantic Ocean. However, it is also riddled with cigarette 
butts, plastic bags, and glass bottles. Tybee Beach 
Cleanup is a volunteer-based organization that “fights 
dirty.” They work to keep beaches clean and free from 
any man-made materials. The Honors Program from 
the Armstrong and Statesboro campuses joined forces 
to help this organization remove litter from the beach. 
In each the fall and spring semester, the students spent 
a Saturday engaging with one another while serving 
their local community.
The students focused on the north side of the island 
looking for any material unnatural to the surrounding 
environment. This included cigarette butts, soda cans, 
water bottles, pieces of foam, shards of plastic, and 
glass. Tybee Beach Cleanup provided the buckets 
and trash grabbers. Afterwards, Kathryn Propst, the 
representative for the club, helped the students organize 
the trash into recyclables and waste.
Hannah Dorough (psychology ’18) said, “The 
generosity of the Tybee Beach Cleanup organization 
was amazing. They provided everything we needed 
because the main goal for them is keeping the beach 
clean. It was an awesome experience to be able to 
spend my morning supporting a great cause while 
getting to know  Armstrong campus students.”
Over the course of this academic year, these beach 
clean-ups were taking place during the consolidation 
process. These events gave students the chance to get 
to know and to connect with one another. Now that 
the consolidation is complete, the Honors Programs at 
each campus are more united. 
Four participants at the beach cleanup, Hannah 
Dorough, Morgan Gallahue (biology ’18), Kaley Powers 
(cell and molecular biology ’18), and Linnea Ryan 
(history ’19) also had the opportunity to take part in the 
Honors Consolidation Panel at the Southern Regional 
Honors Council conference in 2017. They focused on 
the challenges and benefits of uniting the two Honors 
Programs from a student’s perspective.
Honors Students
“...we were able  
to get both 
Honors Programs 
together to 
enhance the 
future and spirit 
of the new 
university.”
—KALEY POWERS
‘FIGHT                      
     DIRTY’
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“Our history of all working together last year allowed 
for these events to come together. I am happy that we 
were able to get both Honors Programs together to 
enhance the future and spirit of the new university. 
This beach cleanup gave us the chance to really get to 
know one another, so I think this event was a success,” 
Powers said.
The consolidation allows for more bonds to be made 
between the two groups. Elias Frazier (psychology ’17), 
a student at Armstrong addressed the importance of 
more events like this. “We all came out here to do the 
same thing: clean up the beach and give back to the 
community. We are all college students, and our lives 
can get a bit stressful sometimes, so it was nice to enjoy 
the beautiful weather. I was able to spend time with my 
friends and meet some new people from Statesboro,” 
he said.
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This April, the Georgia Southern University Honors Program 
attended the Southern Regional Honors Council (SRHC) annual 
conference in Washington, D.C. Students in the program from both the 
Armstrong and Statesboro campuses traveled together as a united 
program for the first time, with thirty-eight students delivering panel 
presentations and displaying research posters. The conference took 
place over three days, allowing the students to attend sessions as well 
as explore the nation’s capital. 
The honors programs on both campuses have historically 
participated in the SRHC annual meetings, including jointly hosting the 
conference in Savannah in 2014. However, this year marked the first 
time the honors students on the Armstrong and Statesboro campuses 
attended as a unified program. Both programs have always emphasized 
the importance of undergraduate research, and so it seems fitting that 
one of the first unified activities was to present research at a conference 
for honors programs and colleges.
Kaley Powers (cell and molecular biology ’18) felt that this academic 
conference aided the process of consolidation. “Students from each 
campus, Statesboro and Savannah, had the opportunity to get to know 
each other, especially on the bus rides to and from the conference,” she 
said. “And students also got to know Dr. Engel and Dr. Roberts better,” 
she said. 
The thirty-eight students from Georgia Southern comprised the 
largest group from any school represented at the conference. Students’ 
research was not limited to one discipline. Instead, the conference 
hosted a large variety of projects, such as engineering, education and 
literature. This range gave attendees the opportunity to hear and learn 
from students in a variety of fields outside their major. 
Sophie Fleri (mechanical engineering ’19) said, “My favorite part 
about the conference was seeing all the great presentations from a 
diverse group of topics. You could find a presentation on gender studies 
and then go to one on the way agriculture affects the environment.”
Honors travels 
to D.C.
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Research can be a daunting task, with many uncertainties. 
However, for many students this conference gave them insight on 
what to expect.  Julia Thomas (anthropology ’19) presented research 
on the aging population in Japan. She said, “The information from 
my poster presentation was adapted from a project for one of my 
previous anthropology classes. However, watching my peers present 
their preliminary honors theses made me excited to start my own 
research.”
Throughout the entirety of the conference, honors community 
appeared in the camaraderie between the students. In most of the 
presentations, Georgia Southern University students saw a row of 
their peers, intently listening. “This is the sixth time presenting my 
honors research, around the southeast. It is so nice being able to see 
my friends support me even after watching my presentation several 
times,” said Bailey Kirk (mathematics ’18).
Tessa Wilkins (health informatics ‘18) presented on how peer 
education could benefit the undergraduate nursing program at the 
Armstrong Campus. “My research focuses on how health informatics 
majors as well as nursing majors can work together educating each 
other. Health informatics can share the administrative side of medicine, 
and nursing can present the hands-on clinical side,” she said. 
This conference gave her the opportunity to share her research 
with others while gaining insight and suggestions. “I think the 
overwhelming benefit was to expose ourselves to new research while 
making new friends along the way,” Wilkins said. “This trip brought the 
two campuses together.”
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“Ten points to Gryffindor” brings memories 
of Harry Potter, Hogwarts, and Voldemort. 
However, Community Leaders (CL) in the 
Honors Living Learning Community (LLC) use 
similar phrases as the competition heats up 
in Centennial Place. Each CL has a different 
animal mascot designated to represent their 
floor within the building: otters, foxes, and 
turtles. Members can gain points for their floor 
when they attend honors events such as trivia 
nights, floor meetings or information sessions 
on honors research. This is one of the many 
activities Honors Community Leaders have 
crafted to create a sense of community for 
honors students.
The purpose of a Community Leader is to 
act as a role model for their residents as they 
find their way in the new academic setting of 
college. This community is mostly compiled of 
incoming freshmen, so CLs focus on creating 
activities that will help the students adjust to 
college, such as scavenger hunts to learn the 
layout of campus or attending group fitness 
classes together at the RAC. This past year, the 
Honors LLC had six Community Leaders: Taylor 
Close ( international studies and French ‘20), 
Sophie Fleri (mechanical engineering ‘19), Hugo 
Flores (electrical engineering ‘20), Morgan 
Gallahue (biology ’18), Bailey Kirk (mathematics 
’18), and Abby Slattery (education ’18). Gallahue 
and Slattery returned to the Honors CL position 
for the second consecutive year.
Gallahue said, “I was a resident in the 
Honors LLC as a freshman, and I made some of 
the most important friendships and connections 
within the LLC. I wanted to continue being 
involved in the community that offered me such 
great experiences my freshman year.”
A unique aspect about the Honors LLC 
is the Student Advisory Board (SAB). The 
SAB gives the students a platform to express 
their ideas for what they want to do in their 
community. Students have the chance to plan 
the events, gain leadership skills, and grow 
closer to their peers. This semester, the SAB 
planned Trivia Nights, Cooking with Professors, 
Coffee Chat, and a Holiday Party.
Close enjoyed participating in the events 
offered to her as a freshman, and now as a first-
time CL, she is able to promote similar events 
that inspired her to become a part of the 
Honors LLC. “I love seeing my residents excited 
about being involved and coming together as 
a floor to participate in events such as trivia. 
It means that I have created a space where 
they are comfortable and at home. My favorite 
part about the Honors LLC is having events 
that encompass the entire building because it 
creates a great community where students can 
live, work, and succeed,” she said.
The Honors LLC is an invaluable resource 
for the freshman class because they are 
living and working together with like-minded 
students whose goals are to succeed in a 
collegiate atmosphere. 
“My residents take initiative with their 
academics and use every resource that the 
LLC provides. Specifically, my students love the 
study rooms that are located on each floor. They 
make study groups well in advance for quizzes 
and exams. As CLs, we also create bulletin 
boards for our floor, and we try to incorporate 
useful tips for studying, time management and 
note taking,” Slattery said.
The Honors CLs take their title as a role 
model very seriously because they lead by 
example. Three are peer leaders for Honors 
sections of the First-Year Experience course. 
Two are Honors Ambassadors. At least four 
have presented posters at the Honors Research 
Symposium as well as presented personal 
projects at regional and national conferences. 
Their residents can look to them as examples 
of how to balance extracurricular activities and 
academics.
For Fleri, her role as CL is more than a job, 
but rather a way to help her residents succeed 
during their first year at college. “I love hearing 
feedback from my residents about something I 
helped them with. I try to make their freshman 
year the best it can be. I want my experiences 
with the Honors Program to help inspire them 
to push themselves both academically and 
socially. As a CL, it forces you to think beyond 
yourself and put others first,” she said.
This setting drives them to do more in 
the Honors LLC and with their peers. These 
students have more opportunities to get 
involved on campus, thanks to the continuous 
effort the CLs put towards creating and 
leading events for their residents.
Kirk had worked with upperclassmen in her 
previous CL positions, but she has thoroughly 
enjoyed the transition to working with primarily 
freshmen. “One of my favorite things about 
moving from upper classmen to freshmen is 
being able to watch them grow. Freshmen 
are more willing to participate and ask me 
questions ranging from what classes to take, to 
where to eat in Statesboro,” she said.
While Kirk has been able to watch her 
residents grow, Gallahue has seen herself 
grow as a CL. “This experience has helped me 
develop as a person and as a leader. Through 
this role, I have become more educated about 
social issues, more confident in my abilities as 
leader and have developed my interpersonal 
skills through interactions with my residents 
and coworkers,” she said.
The CLs’ dedication to their job helps the 
students prosper. The Honors LLC has become 
a tight-knit family where students have gained 
lifelong friendships, irreplaceable connections 
with professors and a greater appreciation 
for learning. The opportunity to be an Honors 
CL is an incredible experience that pushes 
these students to be their best selves not 
only for themselves but for their residents. 
This leadership experience helps one gain 
relationships with students, staff, supervisors, 
and professors because one must work with 
all of these different types of people in order 
to create an exceptional environment for a 
successful Living Learning Community.
Competition in the 
Community
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At the Awards Convocation for the Armstrong Campus in Savannah on 
Thursday, April 19, senior Honors student Mary Carpenter (rehabilitation sciences 
’18) received two of the campus’ most prestigious awards: the Gold ‘A’ and the 
Bhatia Foundation Award.
The Gold ‘A’ Award is given only occasionally, when a student wins both the 
Silver ‘A’ for Academics and the Silver ‘A’ for Service, which represent outstanding 
achievement in academics or service to the university, respectively.
The Bhatia Foundation Award was created in spring 2012 as an opportunity 
to recognize students who are focused on the betterment of humankind and the 
promotion of friendship and goodwill for all cultures. The recipient must also hold 
the university’s Gold or Silver ‘A’ for Academics or Service.
Carpenter said of receiving the awards, “For me receiving the Gold ‘A’ 
symbolized how much I have grown as a person while at Armstrong, and I was 
completely surprised to receive the Bhatia Foundation Award. I am very honored 
to have been chosen to receive this award. I see it as a challenge to continue 
striving for my own self-improvement and the improvement of my community as 
a whole.” 
Carpenter graduates in May, and then begins her Doctor of Physical Therapy 
graduate program at the Armstrong campus later that same month. 
Every year, the Statesboro campus hosts the Honors Day Convocation, 
which recognizes the achievements of students’ work throughout the year, new 
members of honors societies, and graduating seniors. Kristi St. Clair (chemistry 
‘18) was one of the many graduating seniors this year, but in one particular way 
she stood out. President Dr. Jaimie Hebert awarded St. Clair the highest honor at 
the convocation, the University System of Georgia Academic Recognition Award.
This award recognizes the student that exemplifies the most outstanding 
academic achievement as well as their dedication to the campus community. “I 
was very happy when I walked on the stage to receive my award. I was so proud 
that my hard work has been recognized.”
Her time with the University Honors Program has given her countless 
opportunities. However, her favorite memory occurred during her freshman year. 
She was in Dr. Francis Desiderio’s Honors section of the First-Year Experience 
course (FYE), Meaning of Place. “During my FYE class we volunteered as tour 
guides for the Statesboro ghost tour,” she said. “We turned the old hospital into a 
haunted house which was the final destination of the tour.”
St. Clair also volunteered twice for the Honors Program’s alternative break trip 
with Camp Blue Skies at Camp Twin Lakes.  Camp Blues Skies makes use of Camp 
Twin Lakes’ site and professional staff when they host their yearly camp for adults 
with developmental disabilities.  
In the classroom and the lab, St. Clair excelled as well. Her honors thesis 
examined “gold nanorods as a source of energy to increase the function of 
a catalyst that was attached to the nanorod in order to make the catalyst 
more efficient at lower temperatures.” She also presented research at several 
conferences, including the American Chemical Society national meeting, the 
Georgia Academy of Physicians Annual Scientific Assembly, and the American 
College of Physicians Georgia Chapter meeting. After graduation, St. Clair will 
attend to go to the Medical College of Georgia to become a physician. 
Mary Carpenter Receives 
Prestigious armstrong
campus awards
Kristi St. Clair Receives 
system recognition
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Honors abroad: 
emily krout visits saudi arabia
 
 
 
 
Saudi Arabia is a country filled with expansive, bone-dry deserts, 
broken-up by sprawling cities. The country exists in a section of the 
world that appears to U.S. news audiences to be in constant unrest 
and turmoil. However, Emily Krout (political science and Arabic ‘19) 
sees Saudi Arabia as a land of opportunity.  Krout envisions a country 
ripe with diplomatic exploration. She longed to travel to Saudi Arabia 
and to see what the country offers. Krout’s dream became a reality 
this semester when Emily Bless, Secretary for the National Council 
on US-Arab Relations, offered to support Krout on an academic and 
cultural trip to Saudi Arabia.
Krout’s participation in Model United Nations (UN) and Model 
Arab League, both mock world-diplomacy organizations, allowed her 
to meet and network with important people, such as Emily Bless and 
Sidney Jones. Both women attend Model Arab League conferences 
around the United States. Krout worked closely with Bless and Jones 
with events on campus, including the forty-seventh annual High School 
Model United Nations Conference at Georgia Southern University.
“I was applying for a scholarship to study in Oman this summer 
for an intensive Arabic learning program, and asked Emily Bless 
personally for a letter of recommendation. She was happy to write the 
recommendation, and then offered to sponsor me on a study visit to 
experience Saudi Arabia,” she said.
In February, Krout spent two weeks in Saudi Arabia traveling in 
the country, exploring Damman, Riyadh, AI-‘UIa and Jeddah. Each 
city focused on different aspects of economics, such as oil and 
tourism. The purpose of this trip was to improve American students’ 
understanding of Saudi Arabia through authentic experiences of the 
country’s rich culture. 
“While in Saudi Arabia, we were expected to be open-minded 
about the experience and behave in a professional and diplomatic 
manner. The goal of the program was to experience the ‘real’ Saudi 
Arabia, and to dispel the ideas that we saw in the media during the 
trip. We were being filmed as representatives of the National Council 
on US-Arab Relations representatives for a one-hour documentary 
run by the Saudi news channel, Rotana. We were encouraged to 
reflect upon our ideas during the trip and were interviewed during 
the two weeks for the film about our academic thoughts and personal 
experiences during the trip,” she said.
Being a part of the Saudi Arabian documentary provided Krout with 
the opportunity to meet influential people in the country. Krout met 
and conversed with Prince Turki Bin Faisal, the former Saudi Diplomat 
to the US and the UK and Prince Saud Bin Nayef, the Governor of 
eastern Saudi Arabia. Krout and the other participants were pushed 
to ask the princes difficult questions about their roles in Saudi Arabia.
Krout said, “I was privileged to spend personal time with Prince Turki 
Bin Faisal, as he invited us to dinner at his home and sat and talked with 
me about his diplomatic abilities, his relationship with former presidents, 
and the Camel Beauty contests that were recently held in Saudi Arabia. 
He had very many positive things to say about the relationship between 
Saudi Arabia and the United States and handled questions about Iran 
and Turkey charismatically. This was a special moment for me, because 
I was able to speak one on one with someone who had lived their life 
as a diplomat, and has created an unforgettable legacy for himself, for 
Saudi-US relations, and for the Saudi people.”
Krout is currently working on her proposal for her honors thesis 
as well as presenting a poster at the Middle Eastern Symposium 
in Augusta, Georgia. Her research focuses on the possibility that 
economic diversity in economies driven by oil can affect strict religious 
and conservative societies. Krout wishes to continue this research in 
graduate school continuing her focus on Middle Eastern culture.
“I plan to obtain my Ph.D. in International Studies with a focus 
on the Arab region and economics. I am hoping to attend graduate 
school in Lebanon, Jordan, or Qatar, as this will provide an opportunity 
to learn Arabic and obtain a degree from an American accredited 
university. I hope to find a researcher at a university that resonates 
with my studies and go from there,’ Krout said.
Krout’s plans for her future began with her involvement the moment 
she stepped on campus at Georgia Southern. Her participation in 
Model United Nations (UN) and Model Arab League helped grow her 
passion for Arabic as well as her interest in diplomatic policies in the 
Middle East. Her time as a student in her first-year Global Citizens 
course allowed her to see beyond Statesboro and instead at a global 
scale. Krout’s travels to the Middle East, while a student, provided her 
with experiences of a new culture and language.
“There is so much to experience by studying abroad that cannot 
be learned otherwise, and that can help a student to further solidify 
career goals. Not only will it make any application stronger, but it will 
also encourage you to work harder to achieve your career goals, as it 
makes them more attainable. Traveling abroad is about the experience, 
and it is an opportunity to provide yourself with the needed skill sets 
for life after college,” Krout said.
THERE IS SO MUCH TO 
EXPERIENCE BY STUDYING 
ABROAD THAT CANNOT BE 
LEARNED OTHERWISE”   
“
—emily krout
SPRING 2018  •  HONORS @ GEORGIA SOUTHERN  •   17     
18  •  HONORS @ GEORGIA SOUTHERN  •  SPRING 2018
At the Dick Blick Gallery, Savannah residents browse art at their 
own pace, taking in every detail, feeling, and color. For one month 
last fall, Blick Gallery hosted art from the recipients of the Betty 
Foy Sanders Department of Art Scholarship at Georgia Southern 
University. The artists submitted personal projects that they created 
while on scholarship to form the collection titled Ovation.
Two University Honors Program Students, Elise Rustine (graphic 
design ’18) and Marian Trainor (2D and 3D studio art ’19) received this 
scholarship.  They had the opportunity to present their pieces of art 
at a public gallery. This professional setting outside of the university 
gave the students experience beyond what the classroom setting can 
provide. A career within the field of art requires relentless drive and 
belief in oneself. The Ovation Exhibition provided a setting for both 
students to create personal projects outside of the typical course 
assignments. They were able to challenge themselves to push the limit 
while making creative works of art.
The exhibition had art from an assortment of different forms 
such as animation, ceramics, drawing, graphic design, painting, 
photography, printmaking, sculpture and metal work. Rustine and 
Trainor’s projects centered on photography and visual arts in terms of 
sculptures, respectively. 
Rustine’s photography piece was titled “Windows into Glory.” She 
made a collage of photographs illustrating the beauty of the sky from 
different locations and times throughout the United States. She created a 
geometric and abstract pattern to form her overarching image of the sky.
“I believe that the sun and sky are examples of faithfulness 
represented through nature, so my goal was to portray my faith in my 
artwork and photography,” Rustine said.
Trainor’s aesthetic focuses on the wastefulness of man. She only 
works with used, second-hand or found objects because she does not 
want to support the over production of material goods. “A prehistoric 
mantra that ensured the survival of a species and was highly influential 
to the development of many ancient cultures was ‘waste no part of 
the animal.’ As a society, we no longer focus on efficiency. Instead, we 
excel at making waste,” she said.
For the Ovation Exhibition, she submitted an arrangement of 
“artifacts” from her independent show that she is in the process of 
developing. Dr. Julie McGuire, Professor of Art at Georgia Southern 
University, described the premise of Trainor’s independent show. 
“Currently, her focus is a large scale installation that delves into the life 
of a scorned and vengeful scientist-turned-drifter obsessed with the 
lives of invisible creatures. The installation is structured resembling an 
anthropological museum, focusing on the display of artifacts, writings, 
and samples that this self-created man collected over his life.”
Trainor also submitted pieces of sculptural costume jewelry. Her 
range in pieces showcases her strength to create diverse and new art. 
“I am a multimedia artist, so much of my work is made from a variety of 
mediums. This allows me to always be pushing myself to think of new 
innovations to evoke emotions through my art,” said Trainor.
The public setting at the Blick Gallery gave their work new exposure 
beyond their peers and professors. “I feel honored to participate in 
this event because it is not every day that your work is exhibited in a 
gallery in Savannah, Georgia. Blick Gallery allows for a diverse group 
of people to look at my art. I hope the viewers find it rewarding as well 
as thought-provoking. I want my art to leave the world more beautiful 
than when I left it,” Rustine said.
Professional experiences, such as the Ovation Exhibition, are 
invaluable for a college student. Rustine and Trainor challenged 
themselves to push beyond what is expected of them. They trusted in 
themselves to create works of art that were true to them.
Trainor said, “Do not discourage yourself and be as passionate as 
possible. Passion is something you cannot fabricate because you must 
light your own fire by creating works authentic to who you are as an artist.”
Honors Art 
Receives a Standing 
Ovation
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Alex Allmond (child and family development ’18) completed her 
honors thesis a semester early to take advantage of an internship 
this spring. Her final semester, however, had much more in store for 
her, as she received a scholarship from the Trinity Hospital of Augusta 
Auxiliary Committee and an internship from the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Augusta (RMHC).
These competitive scholarships are open to all students studying a 
field related to healthcare. “I applied last summer and was accepted 
after submitting my transcripts and information on my Child Life 
practicum. They awarded me $3,000 which I can use in any way I want 
to further my education,” she said.
Ronald McDonald Houses aim to directly improve children’s health 
while providing a comfortable place where the family can stay. This 
charity believes that families must be together rather than separated 
during hard times.
During Allmond’s internship, she created a welcoming environment 
through specialized activities. She also worked on organizing 
fundraisers for the charity.
“Mainly, I worked underneath the Volunteer Coordinator to offer 
support to the families of children who are receiving treatment at the 
Children’s Hospital of Georgia through providing opportunities for 
normalization and family centered care. I also assisted in planning and 
implementing several charity and fundraising events during the course 
of my internship to maintain the ability of RMHC of Augusta to offer 
their services for families at little to no cost,” she said.
Allmond implemented her undergraduate studies in a professional 
setting. For four years, Allmond studied child and family development, 
and in her internship, she interacted first-hand with families that are 
dealing with straining situations.
“Having a child who is hospitalized is a challenge for any family, 
and I am thrilled that I got to work alongside an organization that has 
such a strong reputation as a beacon of hope for this population,” she 
said.
The unique atmosphere of the Ronald McDonald House Charities 
provided Allmond with real-life experiences that she can use in her 
future endeavors. She plans on returning to school next fall to pursue 
a graduate degree. “I plan to attend graduate school starting in the 
fall semester and pursue my M.Ed./Ed.S. in school psychology,” she said.
Alex Allmond 
interns at Ronald 
McDonald House 
Charities
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Parenthood is a feat like no other, but balancing academic life and 
parenthood may seem impossible to some. However, Paige Peterson 
(writing and linguistics ’19) decided to create a resource for herself 
and other student-parents at Georgia Southern University.  Peterson, 
a first time mother, started an organization reaching out to other 
parents on campus. She formed the Student-Parent organization 
designed to provide support to other fathers and mothers balancing 
parenting and school.
“When I was pregnant with my daughter, I was shocked by the 
lack of resources and support for student-parents on campus. Being 
a parent and a student is isolating, and I thought that there should be 
an easier way to find other students in similar positions. I wanted to 
start a group to make more friends as well as create a safe support 
system for other student-parents in a place free of judgment,” she 
said.
The group meets bimonthly in the Russell Union. The Student-
Parent group currently has five registered members. They bring their 
children, ranging from 11 to 18 months of age. This group benefits 
not only parents, but the children as well. At a young age, children 
need socialization. “With a student income, most of us cannot afford 
daycare. This group allows our kids to socialize with others around the 
same age. The kids are all very close! It is always fun watching them 
interact with each other,” Peterson said. 
Paige has been constantly faced with opinions saying that she 
cannot and will not succeed in both her role as student and mother. 
She wants to be an example that proves that you can. 
“My advice to mothers on campus who want to be full-time students 
is pretty simple: Don’t listen to the negative people. Many people 
balancing student 
and parent life
believe you must choose between an education and a family. They 
couldn’t be more wrong. Like I said, it is a lot of work. With enough 
effort and prioritizing, anything is possible. Find a good support group 
and work hard. Don’t forget to enjoy the little things with you child, 
because those matter just as much as grades. You can succeed in both 
school/career and family,” she said.
Peterson’s goal is to be an advocate for other mothers on campus. 
She uses her love of writing as means to reach a large number of 
people.
“As a writer and a young mother, I have made it a goal to help 
spread my experience in order to help others. I share stories and 
experiences on my personal blog, Gone Chasing the Sun. I like to show 
people the raw side of motherhood as well as being a student. I don’t 
sugar coat things, and share with honesty. In the end, I want to prove 
that you can be successful in multiple areas of life,” she said.
I wanted to start a group to 
make more friends as well as 
create a safe support system 
for other student-parents in a 
place free of judgement.” 
“
—Paige peterson
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No one has ever said “What happens in the first year stays in the 
first year,” and this is abundantly clear for the students who have 
taken Dra. Leticia McGrath’s honors section of the first-year seminar, 
Hispanic Culture through Film, these past few years. Not only has she 
stayed in contact with her former students, but she has continued to 
encourage them in their professional development.
Last spring, she organized several students to propose presentations 
at the Popular Culture Association of the South/American Culture 
Association of the South 2017 Conference (PCAS/ACAS), in Savannah, 
Georgia as well as the Far West Popular Culture Association, in Las 
Vegas. Dra. McGrath’s help throughout the entire process of submitting 
proposals to the conference and creating their projects helped each 
student gain an invaluable experience.
“Every year I push my students in my FYE classes to develop their 
research outside of the classroom. One year I traveled with 8 students 
to Washington, D.C. and Richmond, VA to present at a conference, and 
another year I traveled with students to Asheville, NC. I am pleased 
to see that there are students who embrace the added challenge of 
researching and presenting their findings in a public and professional 
manner. Given that they are doing so without any grade attached 
certainly shows they are taking the initiative to explore topics in a 
more meaningful way,” said Dra. McGrath.
This year, Dra. McGrath brought eleven students in total to present 
their research. Both conferences focused on presenting topics or 
events common in popular culture while molding them into academic 
presentations. 
Emily Pressler presented at both conferences. She researched the 
difference in the use of offensive language in Spanish and English, in 
her project: “WTF?!: Cursing trends in Spain and the United States 
through film.” She analyzed two films released in the same year, with 
similar stories, reviews, and popularity. She found that Spain’s use of 
profanity is more accepted and wide-spread compared to America. 
“I analyzed the frequency of words/phrases, content, context, etc. 
to compare overall use in both cultures through film. I selected Ocho 
Apellidos Vascos (2014) (Spanish Affair in English) from Spain and Two 
Night Stand (2014) from the United States, which are comparable in 
release date, rating, length, content and theme,” Pressler said. “What 
I found is that Spaniards curse with more frequency, have more varied 
vocabulary and arguably use words/phrases with greater significance 
than their United States counterparts.”
Pressler specifically created this project for the PCAS/ACAS 2017 
Conference. However, this presentation has inspired her to continue 
researching this topic for her honors thesis. “I want to keep analyzing 
other linguistic characteristics of Spanish through further films and 
literature,” she said. 
The Honors Program at Georgia Southern University encourages 
students to fully take advantage of every academic opportunity while 
attending college. These eleven students pushed themselves to make 
independent projects outside of class assignments. 
“Conferences are a great way to network with other conference 
attendees and learn new things! I have had nothing but great 
experiences at the conferences that I have attended. I have been able 
to get feedback on my research and meet people in my field working 
on similar research. It also serves as a good ‘test run’ before having to 
present your thesis project,” Pressler said.
Talk about...Pop Culture
“I am pleased to see that there are 
students who embrace the added 
challenge of researching and 
presenting their findings in a public 
and professional manner.”
—DRA. LETICIA MCGRATH
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Students in Dr. Trey Denton’s Honors 
Research Seminar for business majors find 
themselves leaving the classroom to meet 
local business leaders and entrepreneurs 
in their environment. On these trips, 
students have the opportunity see first-
hand the inner-workings of a company and 
ask questions of the people who run those 
companies. During the fall semester, the 
class visited Crider Foods and its state-of-
the-art meat canning facility.
“Not only did we tour the facility (after 
an extremely rigorous decontamination 
procedure!), but we had the chance to 
discuss business strategies with the Owner, 
President, and CEO Mr. Billy Crider and 
multiple members of his executive team. 
We discussed what it was like starting the 
business and stewarding its growth into 
the successful company it is today, what 
it is like operating a private family-owned 
business, the influence of automation, plans 
for international expansion, and a host of 
other topics,” Dr. Denton said.
The ability to witness the process of a 
functioning business allows these honors 
students to move beyond the classroom 
and into the professional world with tangible activities. This course 
provides advantages to the honors students pursuing careers in 
business after their time at Georgia Southern.
Dr. Denton also invites businesses at all stages of development to 
come and speak to the class. “Last year, Mr. Chuck Howell, Director of 
Sales for the new startup Big Kat Buggies, spoke to our class about 
the challenges of establishing a new product like their versatile wagon 
that slides onto a regular auto tow hitch.  This past semester, Ms. 
Margaret Hicks spoke to our class about her ideas for marketing a 
new line of dog beds and pet-related clothing,” said Dr. Denton. 
The course is designed to balance both academic research and 
professional experiences, in order to provide inspiration for students 
during their undergraduate career, but also for students to realize how 
they can use their degrees after college.
Kelley Nemec (information systems ’19) said, “Dr. Denton has 
been most helpful in guiding us through the beginning stages of our 
research while incorporating a variety of speakers, which promotes 
different aspects of business. Afterwards, our discussions changed 
based on the new conversations with the professionals.”
The students continually refer back to their experiences with Crider 
Foods and various guest speakers. A hands-on experiences allows 
students to use their knowledge from the classroom in a professional 
setting. “I loved seeing their excitement when they had the opportunity 
to see the principles they learned in their classes being put to great 
use in the real world,” Dr. Denton said.
This class is designed specifically for students in their junior year, 
at the beginning stages of their research. Throughout these visits 
and meeting with guest speakers, students are exposed to different 
aspects of business and start to map out their plan for the thesis.
Dr. Denton has taught this course for the past four years and 
continues to enjoy working with the caliber of dedication and 
intelligence that honors students provide to the class. “The opportunity 
to interact with highly motivated and enthusiastic students who simply 
like learning is enjoyable for me as a professor. Also, I am thankful 
for the ability to talk about current events with students from every 
business major in the room. I love hearing the various perspectives 
on the issues of our day. Having a course with enough time to let 
conversations roam and explore these issues in depth is a luxury,” he 
said.
Bailey Morris (operations management ’19) appreciates the 
specialized guidance from Dr. Denton as well as the aspect of 
collaboration between his classmates. “The honors research course 
has helped me greatly in starting my research project. Dr. Denton 
explains step-by-step how to complete your project and answers any 
questions we may have. More importantly, he helps calm everyone’s 
nerves about completing the project. Working with other students 
outside my major is definitely a plus. It allows for the topics and 
conversations to include viewpoints from all the departments in the 
college rather than just my own particular major,” Morris said.
The process of creating a topic, choosing a mentor, and writing a 
research paper can be extremely overwhelming. However, Dr. Denton 
created a means to prepare students. His course allows for the 
students’ creativity to lead them to a subject for their thesis. One of Dr. 
Denton’s students, Mitchell Mayes (logistics ’18), relies on his guidance 
not only for the present but for future aspirations.
“This course has given me tools I need to use for my honors thesis, 
like learning how to conduct a proper survey. Dr. Denton also stressed 
the important aspects of creating a research paper at this level within 
the field of business. However, the friendly environment created by 
my peers allowed us to be open and express our genuine opinions 
on specific topics. Also, this research focused on skills that were 
applicable to our futures after graduation,” Mayes said.
Honors in the classroom:
Local experts lead the way
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As her final semester at Georgia Southern 
University ended, things began to add up 
for Bailey Kirk (mathematics ‘18). Kirk has 
participated in the University Honors Program 
since her first-year in 2014. Throughout her 
time, she has taken advantage of opportunities 
such as peer leading, participating as an 
alternative break trip leader, and presenting 
her research at conferences. Each of these 
individual experiences inspired her decision to 
continue her education and pursue a master’s 
degree in teaching. 
This June, she will begin graduate studies 
at Georgia State University. She was awarded 
the fully-funded Woodrow Wilson Fellowship. 
Her focus in graduate school will be on 
teaching in low-income schools. 
The next chapter of her life will be 
greatly influenced by her four years at 
Georgia Southern University. Like any typical 
freshman, Kirk was placed in an Honors First-
Year Experience course (FYE) during her 
first semester. Her class, Hispanic Culture 
through Film, helped to open her eyes to all 
of the opportunities offered to her by the 
Honors Program. Kirk grew very fond of her 
FYE professor, Doctora Leticia McGrath. 
Because of their close relationship, she was 
inspired to travel with Dra. McGrath to Costa 
Rica to participate in the Honors Program’s 
alternative break trip, Project Pura Vida. 
“I loved being able to travel there and 
explore, but most importantly to volunteer 
in La Carpio. Working in that town literally 
changed my life. It influenced me to go on 
more alternative breaks, which solidified my 
life goal: to teach in low-income areas. This 
dream may be more difficult but ultimately 
so worth it by seeing the inspiration and life 
changing moments in people that need it 
most,” Kirk said. 
This relationship also prompted Kirk’s 
choice to become a Peer Leader for Dra. 
McGrath’s FYE class in her second year. 
Kirk also became an Honors Ambassador 
where she talks with potential students about 
the opportunities in the University Honors 
Program. One of her proudest moments was 
during a scholarship event last year. 
“I will never forget when one of my current 
FYE students came to me and said I was the 
Honors Ambassador that she talked to at one 
of the admission events. She said that I was 
the person that helped her decide to come to 
Statesboro, by talking to her and making her 
feel comfortable,” Kirk said.
Kirk also presented research at a 
conference during her first year in the Honors 
Program, and in the ensuing years, she 
continued to present her ideas at conferences, 
including her research for her honors thesis. 
“Everything I have presented had some roots 
in Honors, whether it be from Costa Rica or 
my honors thesis,” she said.
opportunities adding up
Like many honors students, Kirk was 
intimidated by the honors thesis. However, 
despite these initial fears, Kirk finally 
realized her passion for research. “My 
research presents the further analysis of the 
assessment data on College Algebra and 
prerequisite skills for Calculus. I found trends 
within the data that can be used to improve 
the teaching and learning of some concepts in 
College Algebra and Calculus,” Kirk said.
Now, through all these experiences, she 
has had the opportunity to travel abroad, 
present research at professional conferences, 
create lasting relationships with peers and 
professors, and influenced potential and 
first-year students through her Honors 
Ambassador and Peer Leader positions. Kirk 
knows that her experiences in the University 
Honors Program have allowed her to grow in 
and outside the classroom, and all of it has 
prepared her for her next steps as she moves 
on to graduate school. 
“Volunteering becomes something that 
you just do naturally, and it never feels like a 
chore,” she said. “The research is something 
that you are passionate about and truly care 
to learn more about in order to expose others 
to new material. Everything may seem difficult, 
but there is so much support in the Honors 
Program. All that you need to do is reach out 
to a peer, a professor, or just take a short walk 
down to the Eidson House.”
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One of the best opportunities available to 
college students is the chance to study abroad. 
Unfortunately, many students are unable to 
take advantage of these trips because the 
expense of travel is too great. To encourage 
all students to go abroad, the Gilman 
International Study Abroad Scholarship funds 
students from across the country in their 
travels.  Honors Program student Nathan 
Carpenter (international studies, economics, 
and Arabic ’20) recently received a Gilman 
Scholarship to support his upcoming trip to 
Morocco to work on his Arabic language skills.
“Thanks to this scholarship, I will be able 
to travel to Morocco and practice what I have 
learned in my Arabic classes first hand. The 
Arabic curriculum has also included a strong 
focus on the socio-cultural background of the 
language, and the practices of the Middle 
East and North Africa region,” he said.
Carpenter has studied Arabic for the 
entirety of his college career. He works closely 
with Professor Youssef Salhi, lecturer of 
Arabic.
 “Undeniably, Mr. Carpenter is an 
extraordinary young man, full of initiative and 
driven by unquenchable thirst for knowledge. 
His class participation and exams’ results are 
most satisfactory and denote, on his part, a 
keen interest in the Arabic language and 
culture. It’s also important to mention that Mr. 
Carpenter is a member of the Arabic Club at 
Georgia Southern University and has been 
involved in organizing many events on campus 
such as Arabic Coffee Hour and Arabic Movie 
Night,” Salhi said.
Nationally, over eight hundred students 
applied for the Gilman International Study 
Abroad Scholarship and only three hundred 
were awarded. The program gives students 
with limited financial means the opportunity 
to study abroad, while providing them with 
the necessary skills to maintain the United 
States’ national security and competitiveness 
in a global economy.
This scholarship requires a unique 
task upon returning to the United States. 
Carpenter must create a follow-on project 
to inspire students in his local community to 
study abroad. “My project will entail keeping 
a detailed multimedia account of the Morocco 
trip, submitting stories to several local 
newspapers, and (hopefully) presenting at 
the fall 2018 Study Abroad Fair. I will also be 
sharing a presentation about my experiences 
abroad with a local high school,” he said.
This year marked Carpenter’s first time 
leaving the United States. He has had the 
opportunity to travel to Costa Rica with the 
Honors Alternative Break Trip, “Project Pura 
set flight 
to morocco
Vida.” He also participated in the Georgia 
Southern University language immersion 
program in Seville, Spain before studying in 
Morocco.
Other than the normal study abroad 
obligations, such as classes and field trips 
around the country, Carpenter finds it 
important for students to look into study 
abroad programs for many reasons. “For 
one, it makes all the pictures and facts you 
have seen and read in textbooks real. It puts 
everything in an authentic perspective. Also, 
the ability to travel abroad helps you become 
a better student academically, as well as an 
engaged world-citizen” he said.
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Years in Honors:                                       
Dr. Tom Case 
Retires 
30
Finding Thoreau, Plato, and Aristotle on an economics class 
reading list is rather uncommon. Most professors do not stray from 
the textbook; however, Dr. Thomas Case prefers works of literature 
and philosophy as an avenue into the subject. “Many students believe 
that economics exists only in the textbook. I wanted them to realize 
that economics exists outside its field and spills into cultural aspects 
of our society, like the novels we read,” Dr. Case said. This innovative 
approach to economics is but one example of the ways he has shaped 
honors education at Georgia Southern University.
Dr. Case was hired in the fall of 1981 by the College of Business, one 
year before the Bell Honors Program (BHP) was founded by Dr. Hew 
Joiner in 1982.  It was not until 1987, however, that he was asked to take 
on teaching honors courses, and in that year he and Dr. Joiner created 
the honors section of the Freshman Orientation course, a precursor to 
the First-Year Experience (FYE) course currently taught.
“The University wanted an extended orientation for the incoming 
freshman. Dr. Joiner asked me to teach the Honors section. I actually 
taught that class until the Bell Honors Program ended,” Dr. Case said.
Dr. Joiner and the Honors Council had developed a rigorous and 
challenging set of courses for Bell Honors Program students. “At my 
request, Tom Case volunteered his time over the following summer to 
create such a course, and his design was ratified by the full Council 
in time to be introduced in the ensuing fall.  It seemed only logical to 
ask Tom to teach this class, in addition to his slate of departmental 
teaching duties.  He accepted cheerfully and he continued to guide its 
students through an “Introduction to University” more useful to BHP 
Scholars thereafter,” Dr. Joiner said.
After several years of teaching this introductory course, Dr. Case 
also volunteered to teach the honors section of economics. When 
the College of Business no longer wanted to have an honors section, 
Dr. Case came forward. He felt it necessary to continue offering this 
course. He added this class to his normal teaching schedule, as an 
uncompensated overload. 
“I stepped in because I wanted the students to have the opportunity 
to take honors economics. I felt like it was the right thing to do for the 
students and the Bell Honors Program. This course was usually taken 
by sophomores, so I was able to teach some of my freshman students 
again. I enjoyed watching their growth from freshman to sophomore 
year,” he said.   
When Dr. Case taught this economics course, he expected 
discussion rather than lecture. His students read Thoreau, Plato, and 
Aristotle. In class, the students participated in debates on the topics 
within each reading. He also emphasized the importance of the history 
of economics, and how ancient theories shaped modern-day finances. 
They also read works by Karl Marx and Adam Smith creating a rich 
reading experience for his students.
“One semester, I had my students read Walden by Henry David 
Thoreau. In this piece of literature, he talks about the economy of 
Concord and Lexington. When he enters the woods for an extended 
amount of time, he discusses the process of gaining materials for 
building a house. The story included very basic levels of economics,” 
he said.
Dr. Case was able to witness the growth of the Bell Honors Program 
as well as the development of the University Honors Program. The 
biggest difference was the increase in the number of students. With 
a larger community, the honors program has more resources and 
opportunities for the students. Dr. Case remained involved with 
Honors FYE, teaching a course entitled Surviving the Tech Revolution.
Similarly to his economics classes, Dr. Case has his students read 
novels and articles centered on society’s evolving technology. His FYE 
course is primarily seminar based because he wants his students to 
initiate the conversation.
“At the beginning of class, I talk about major points that I think are 
necessary. Afterwards, I let my students talk freely. I am there to guide 
the discussion only if it needs it. One thing I love about my students 
is their openness. They do not have to agree with me or the other 
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students, but they are always respectful and willing to hear everyone’s 
ideas and interpretations,” he said.
Dr. Case feels that a class with discussion rather than lecture 
allows the students to become active thinkers. Students from his last 
class this semester benefited from this style of teaching.
“My favorite memory from this semester came from a discussion on 
Tom Friedman’s book, Thank you for Being Late: An Optimist’s Guide 
to Thriving in the Age of Accelerations. A chapter in his book analyzes 
if God is in cyber space. One of my students asked the class how we 
can place morality within technology, like self-driving cars. It grew into 
such an interesting conversation that I will remember,” Dr. Case said.
Kelley Nemec (information systems ’19) was the peer leader for Dr. 
Case’s class last year, and served as a resource for the students. “I 
have greatly enjoyed my time both working with Dr. Case as his peer 
leader and as a student in his classes. He leads insightful conversations 
in the classroom and serves as an inspiration to students of all levels.”
Thirty six and half years of experience influenced Dr. Case’s 
pedagogy. When he first arrived here at Georgia Southern University, 
there were 6,300 students on campus. Now, the student population is 
over 20,000. Despite this growth, Dr. Case does not feel the university 
has lost their connection with the students.
“Georgia Southern University has always tried to maintain that 
student-centeredness, personal touch and relationship. The students 
were and still are the primary focus of this school. When this semester 
comes to an end, it will be the students that I miss the most. I’ll miss the 
give and take during our classroom discussions. Even after retirement, 
I want to help as much as I can with the Honors Program,” he said.
WHEN THIS SEMESTER 
COMES TO AN END, IT WILL 
BE THE STUDENTS THAT I 
MISS THE MOST”   
“
 —DR. tom case
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Georgia Southern University Honors Program
“Being a Graduate Assistant for the Honors Program helped me to 
think critically about problems and respond, rather than react when 
barriers arose. You will also be faced with deadlines and have to 
conduct triage, so I learned to work on critical projects and manage 
my time before I garnered a position away from the University. I also 
learned how to manage my personal/academic life while working two 
jobs and still retaining my strong work ethic,” Laughlin said.
While completing her graduate degree in public administration 
at Georgia Southern University, she participated in an internship 
associated with the DUI Court in Bulloch County. This internship was 
her first experience working in an accountability court. 
“I like that this court exposed a good side to involvement with the 
Criminal Justice system. Most offenders who come through do not 
have a good experience and are offered no services that will benefit 
them in their everyday lives. And, even if they have access, it is only 
for the time that they are being supervised. For the offenders who will 
be arrested over and over because their underlying issue is substance 
dependence, I get to see the change in them and help them attain 
sober living,” she said. 
This experience allowed Laughlin to understand the necessity of 
continued treatment for offenders of substance abuse. 
“I have a great amount of intrinsic motivation in this position; I 
get to see families reunited and people attain careers they may have 
never gotten if they were in active addiction. Most of all, I am exposed 
to former addicts being empowered to take control of their lives, take 
responsibility for their actions, and gain the self-confidence and pride. 
You honestly get the sense and see tangibly how you are helping 
people regain what they have lost or build something new, and that’s 
what makes it worth coming to work,” she said.
University Honors Program alumna Molly Laughlin received the 
prestigious Tommy Day Wilcox Leadership Award at the fall 2017 
Accountability Courts Training Conference.  Laughlin (political science 
’11, MPA ‘12) was honored for her work in an Adult Felony Drug Court 
in the Enotah Drug Court (south) that serves Lumpkin and White 
counties in north Georgia. This is quite an honor for Laughlin as it is 
the Council of Accountability Court Judges who recognized her for 
her hard work and dedication. 
In her current position as the coordinator of Northeast Georgia 
Adult Felony Drug Courts, Laughlin manages the variety of steps 
that offenders must take as part of their sentencing, such as drug 
screening, attending Superior Court, home/job visits, attending twelve 
step meetings for addiction, and participating in substance abuse 
counseling. 
“All of the moving parts that make up the programs for participants 
are managed by my case manager and me. We manage their cases 
for the twenty-four months they are in the program, refer them to 
other service providers, and are available on a daily basis to help 
them in any way we can. I am currently in charge of scheduling the 
lives of sixty-eight people. I also have all fiduciary responsibility for the 
program, and I apply for grant funding, secure state certification, and 
draft/oversee all contract provision that the program uses,” she said.
Laughlin insures that each participant gains the most out of the 
program. The length of the program allows for continued involvement 
so the participant can overcome the addiction rather than continue in 
the cyclical cycle of arrests.
Laughlin credits her experience in the Honors Program, both as a 
student and as a graduate assistant, with preparing her for the rigors 
of her work. The honors courses, the thesis, and the opportunities 
such as the program’s study abroad trips to Egypt and to Albania, 
Kosovo, and Montenegro. “That opportunity with the Honors Program 
gave me the chance to experience a new culture in Albania, from the 
beautiful landscapes to the genuine people we met,” she said.
Dr. Steven Engel, director of the Honors Program, remembers 
Molly as dedicated student and equally dedicated student worker. 
“Having had Molly in class and on our team at Eidson House, I am not 
at all surprised that she won this award.  All of us in the program are 
delighted for her.”
Working for the Honors program gave her the necessary skills to 
use after her graduation. As a graduate student, Laughlin worked 
for the Honors Program, analyzing applications from new/current 
students, forming statistical data for the current Honors population 
and helping at Honors events. While working twenty hours a week at 
the Eidson House, Laughlin was enrolled in graduate school, studied 
for her comprehensive exam and finished two self-directed readings 
with Criminal Justice and International Studies professors. 
Molly Laughlin 
Honored by Council 
of Accountability 
Court Judges
ALUMNI NEWS
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Well-tailored suits, silk ties and cufflinks are essential additions 
for Ben Silver’s costumers. This high-end clothing company’s main 
objective is to create well-made, wearable fashion for both men and 
women. Georgia Southern University Honors Alumni, Paola Robelo 
(graphic design ’14), is now a resident graphic designer at the company. 
She is currently living in Charleston, South Carolina, where she assists 
in an assortment of fields within the design aspects of online and print 
publications for Ben Silver. 
“I design layouts and assist in photography of catalogs, as well 
as prepare interactive online versions. I conduct sales analysis and 
square inch analysis of catalogs using the company’s operating system 
(QOP). I execute and update web imagery, creative content, and 
merchandise web photography through Net Store Manager (NSM), 
the company’s web software,” Robelo said. 
She also plays in important role in creating print advertisements for 
the company at local print publications such as the Official Charleston 
Area South Carolina Visitors Guide in 2015, 2016, and 2017, as well as 
the Charleston Area Golf Guide in 2015. Ben Silver uses both digital 
and physical advertisement for their company. The balance of the two 
allows the company to interact with the costumer in a variety of ways, 
whether it be through social media or a print add.
“I develop a wide range of printed and online marketing material 
including ads, email, web graphics, posters, and postcards. I also 
manage all of our social media platforms: Facebook, Instagram, and 
Pinterest,” she said. 
Robelo has the opportunity to learn from other graphic designers, 
because an aspect of her job is collaboration with others. As a united 
team, the graphic designers at Ben Silver work together to create new, 
pioneering means of marketing and advertisement for the consumer. 
This group based atmosphere allows for innovation and creativity to 
shine.
Robelo’s routine at Ben 
Silver is constantly changing. 
She is presented with a new 
task to accomplish, depending 
on the project she is focusing 
on. Her responsibilities span 
from catalog design to 
photography. Each aspect 
requires a different set of 
skills, which allows for an ever 
changing work atmosphere. 
This setting forces Robelo 
to push the envelope while 
adapting to new challenges 
every day.
While studying graphic 
design, marketing, and art 
history at Georgia Southern 
University she gained 
professional world experience 
which prepared her for life after college. She was the editor-of-design 
for the Honors Program’s newsletter and magazine. The Honors @ 
Georgia Southern magazine allowed Robelo to be creative, while 
maintaining the prestigious and scholarly esteem of the Georgia 
Southern University Honors Program. This experience provided her 
with tools such as time-management, mastery of new software, and 
an enhanced design aesthetic.
Adding to her experience while at Georgia Southern, Robelo had 
the support of her siblings, all three of whom earned degrees from 
the university and participated in the Honors Program. With Marco 
(economics ‘11) leading the way in joining the program in 2008, 
followed by Paola (‘14) and then Carlos (accounting ‘15) and finally, 
to Jaclyn (accounting ‘18), there has been a Robelo family presence 
in the Honors Program for 10 years. Paola sees her experience in the 
program as setting her up for success upon graduation.
“Working for the Honors Program prepared me in many ways 
for the professional setting and my current job. One of my duties at 
Ben Silver is to design the catalogs which has a lot of similarities to 
designing the Honors Program magazine. Similar to Ben Silver, every 
addition of the magazine brought a new challenge, and I enjoyed 
taking those challenges and getting creative with them,” she said.
Paola 
Robelo
MAKES A 
MARK FOR 
HERSELF
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In an effort to facilitate connections among 
honors alumni, we are launching a new 
program called Honors on the Road. The 
Honors Program will be hosting events 
and networking opportunities in locations 
wherever we have alumni who are interested 
in coming together. Ideally we will meet 
around educational, cultural, or similar events 
that facilitate lifelong learning opportunities. 
If you are interested in participating or 
helping plan an Honors on the Road event, 
please contact Dr. Steven Engel at sengel@
georgiasouthern.edu. Atlanta area alumni 
can contact Ann Hedges (economics ’10) at 
ahedges54@gmail.com.
Amber Porter (UHP, International Studies ’14)
After graduation Porter moved to Washington, D.C. to begin her 
career.  While doing federal outreach for the Mercatus Center at 
George Mason University, she met SEC Commissioner Hester M. 
Peirce and began working as her confidential assistant this past 
February. Porter oversees the Commissioner’s scheduling, travel, and 
office management as well as drafts speeches and press releases. 
Ann Hedges (UHP, Economics ’10)
After working for several years in New England on health care policy 
and earning her Master’s in Public Policy, Hedges returned home to 
Atlanta where she now works with WellStar Health System managing 
standardization initiatives for the 11 hospital system. She also 
volunteers with the Georgia Alliance for Social Justice and continues 
to support her alma mater as a member of the Georgia Southern 
Young Alumni Board.
Albert Codina Sala (UHP, Economics and Finance ’15)
Zachary Davidson (UHP, Computer Science ’16)
Upon graduation, Davidson moved to Austin, Texas to work as a 
Software Developer for General Motors. He is currently focused on 
Test Automation to support General Motor’s initiative to improve 
overall Net Productivity in Quality Assurance. 
Dora Suarez (UHP, Literature and Philosophy ’14)
Suarez is currently enrolled in the The New School for Social Research 
working toward her Ph.D. in Philosophy. She is the recipient of an Onassis 
Foundation Fellowship and has worked as the colloquium coordinator 
for People in Support of Women in Philosophy, the founder of the 
Minorities in Philosophy chapter at the school, and a teaching assistant 
for numerous courses. Suarez’s scholarly interests revolve around the 
intersection of Philosophical Anthropology and Ethics; in particular, 
exploring the philosophical meaning of “visibility” and the different 
processes and means by which human beings create and conceive of 
presence and absence, both at the material and immaterial level. 
Jordan Logue (UHP, Biology ’13)
Logue is a first-year student in the Ph.D. program for Neuroscience at 
Florida State University. After graduating from Georgia Southern, he 
earned a Master’s degree in Biomedical Sciences from the Mercer 
University School of Medicine where he focused on neuroscience 
and electrophysiology. He then spent two years as an undergraduate 
research coordinator and a researcher for their neuroscience 
laboratories, training three graduate students and more than a dozen 
undergraduates, many of whom are now either in graduate school, 
medical school, or working in the field. At Florida State, he continues to 
research and publish.
Jana (Simmons) Wright (UHP, Political Science ’13)
Wright has pursued careers in public policy and healthcare analysis, 
and is currently working on a Master’s in Public Health at the University 
of Southern California. She and her husband and their two children live 
in Los Angeles.
Kenneth Metasavage (UHP, Biology ’10)
Metasavage earned an M.Ed. in College Student Personnel 
Administration from University of West Florida, after which he became 
Residence Director and Retention Counselor at Keuka College. He 
now works at LIM College, the Laboratory Institute of Merchandising, 
where he is the Student Affairs Coordinator. He and his husband live 
in New York.
After a year as a Proprietary Equity Trader in New York, Codina Sala 
recently earned his M.S. in Finance from  Boston College and will begin 
working for Ernst & Young.
A LUM N I  U P DAT E S
Update your alumni information at 
georgiasouthern.edu/honors/alumni
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Kayla Allen
Civil Engineering
Analysis of Tensegrity Structures Using 
Abaqus
Dr. Gustavo Maldonado and Dr. Shahnam 
Navaee
Haley Allmond
Child & Family Development
Using Photovoice with Adults with Cognitive 
Disabilities to Measure Camp Goals
Dr. Jerri Kropp and Dr. Brent Wolfe
Ashley Archer
Political Science
Navigating the Double Bind: Exploring the 
Relationship Between Gender, Political 
Ideology, and Human Rights
Dr. Courtney Burns
Tanner Avery
Geology
Temporal Changes in Submarine 
Groundwater Discharge in a Georgia Salt 
Marsh
Dr. Jacque L. Kelly
Victoria Barrett
History
Modern Biological Warfare
Dr. Robert Batchelor
Kasi Bitter
Writing & Linguistics
Kehoe Family Short Stories
Professor Ben Drevlow
Alexis Bivens
Biology
Understanding Ecological Succession on the 
Benthic Community of Gray’s Reef
Dr. Daniel Gleason
Kiana Carn 
Fashion Merchandising & Apparel 
Design
Garments with a Message: Developing an 
Evening-Wear Collection which Conveys an 
Underlying Message of Social & Life Issues
Professor Hope Simpara
 
Garrett Chapman
Logistics & Intermodal 
Transportation and Marketing
Inside Sales vs Oustide Sales and the 
Evolving Art of Communication
Dr. Stefan Sleep 
Madeline Conner
Logistics & Intermodal 
Transportation and Marketing
Dynamic Logistics Enabled by IoT
Dr. Christian Rossetti
Kevin Crosby
International Studies and Political 
Science
Reverting to the Right: Analyzing the 
Recent Reversion of Western Liberal 
Democracies
Dr. Jamie Scalera
Michelle Daly
Writing & Linguistics
Magic Born
Professor Laura Valeri
Emily Deyton  
Music Education/Choral Sequence
Best Practices for the Changing Male Voice 
in Secondary Choir Classrooms
Dr. David Langley
Jefferson Doehling 
Mechanical Engineering
Nanoparticle Penetration of Respirator 
Masks at Construction Sites
Dr. Aniruddha Mitra
Caroline Duffy 
Nursing
Knowledge Disparities in Diabetes Mellitus 
Among Undergraduate College Students: 
An Exploratory Study
Dr. Marian Tabi 
Megan Fromme 
Special Education
Special Education Teachers’ Response 
to Consistent Changes in Curriculum 
Standards
Dr. Meca Williams-Johnson 
Darrell Fullmer
Multimedia Film & Production
The Savannah Divide
Professor Abbey Hoekzema
Margaret Geddy 
English and French
“A Crack in the Ice:” Attachment and 
Insanity in Pink Floyd’s The Wall
Dr. Joseph Pellegrino
Shelby Georges
History
Honor, Courage, Commitment: Navy 
Recruitment Posters in
World War II 
Dr. Craig Roell
Jonathon Hall 
Psychology
Navigating a Minefield: Interactions 
Concerning Psychopathy, Stress Resilience, 
and Mock Interrogations
Dr. Amy Hackney
Brandi Hawkins  
Nursing
Potential Biases and Social Stigmas Toward 
Mental Health on Georgia Southern’s 
Campus
Dr. Pamela Worrell-Carlisle
Vernon Herrington  
Civil Engineering
3D Modeling using Close-Range 
Photogrammetry via UAV
Dr. Gustavo Maldonado
Madison Heydinger 
Nutrition & Food Science
Perceptions and Use of Nonnutritive 
Sweeteners Among College Students 
Based on Athletic Status, Gender, and 
Academic Major
Dr. Joelle Romanchik-Cerpovicz 
Caitlyn Hicks 
Biology
The Behavioral Response of Mosquitoes to 
Different Snake Odors
Dr. William Irby 
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Kadien Hill
History
From Fact to Fiction: The Wuxia Experience 
and the Wushu Practice
Dr. Juanjuan Peng
Kaitlyn Hodges 
English
Looking at the Onlookers: The Attitudes of 
Women’s WWI Poetry
Dr. Joeseph Pellegrino
David Jackson 
Theatre
K2: The Savage Mountain
Professor Lisa Abbott
Abigail Johnson  
Exercise Science
An Examination of Optimism between 
Gender, Race, and School Classification of 
Millennial Students – An Exploratory Study 
Dr. Daniel Czech
Kathryn Keith 
Anthropology
Examining Origins and Reasoning for 
Beliefs Surrounding Contraceptive 
Practices in College Women
Dr. Jennifer Sweeney Tookes
Madison Kelly
Biology
The Combined Effects of Atrazine and 
Tetracycline on Primary Producers and 
Zooplankton in Freshwater Microcosms
Dr. Risa Cohen
Bailey Kirk 
Mathematics
Mathematics Education through College 
Algebra and Calculus
Dr. Ha Nguyen
George Lavallin 
Economics
The Impact of Brexit Related Events on 
European and US Exchange Rates
Dr. Axel Grossman and Dr. Mark Yanochik
Kyle Leep  
Computer Science
Classifying ASL Hand Gestures with  
Electromyography and Artificial Neural 
Networks
Dr. Jim Harris
Reid Loveless 
Biology
Understanding Tumor Microenvironment 
Using Humanized Zebrafish Tumor 
Xenograft Model
Dr. Vinoth Sittaramane
Ashleigh Marion 
Early Childhood Education
Read, Write, and Relax: Teachers’
Perspectives on the Decrease of Naptime in 
Kindergarten
Dr. Meca Williams-Johnson
Nicholas Matthews  
Political Science
Millennial Voting Patterns in a Politically 
Polarized America
Dr. Joshua Kennedy
Mitchell Mayes 
Logistics & Intermodal 
Transportation
Drone Implementation: Regulatory Barriers
Dr. Matthew Jenkins
Trey Miller 
Construction Management
A Comparison of Traditional Education and 
Project-Based Education in Construction 
Management
Dr. John Dryden
Micah Mills 
Mechanical Engineering
Process Improvement of Gulfstream 
Product Support’s New Business 
Development Group
Dr. Anoop Desai
David Moore 
Electrical Engineering
Employing H.264 Coarse and Medium Grain 
Scalable Video to Optimize Video Playback 
over Passive Optical Networks
Dr. Rami Haddad
Kendra Moore  
Biology
Morphological Comparison of Fourth-
Instar Larvae from Various Populations of 
Wyeomyia smithii
Dr. William Irby 
Carlie Novak
Chemistry
Quantum Chemical Analysis of Stable Noble 
Gas Cations for Astronomical Detection
Dr. Ryan Fortenberry
Bernadette O’Donnell 
International Studies and Spanish 
Indigenous Tribes in the Brazilian Amazon: 
Finding a Balance between Sustainability 
and Economic Development
Dr. Matthew Flynn
Uzoma Okoye 
Economics
2008 Financial Crisis and the Deviation 
from the Taylor Rule
Dr. Mark Yanochik
Meagan Partridge
Nursing
Communication Gap Between Healthcare 
Teams and Cancer Survivors 
Dr. Margaret Mossholder 
Cassandra Pelton   
Biology
Molecular Analysis of MCHM toxicity in 
Zebrafish 
Dr. Vinoth Sittaramane
Jaclyn Robelo 
Accounting
How Will FASB ASU No.2016-09 Impact the 
Financial Statements and Accounting of 
Stock Payments to Employees in Different 
Companies
Dr. Stephanie Hairston
Xxavier Robertson              
Multimedia Film & Production 
and Management/Hospitality
Social Media Marketing Implications for the 
Hospitality Industry
Dr. Stan Suboleski
SPRING 2018  •  HONORS @ GEORGIA SOUTHERN  •   33     
Chelsea Rodriguez
Exercise Science
An Examination of Goal Orientation and 
Motivational Climates between Millennial 
Student Racial Groups – An Exploratory 
Study
Dr. Daniel Czech
Kelvin Rosado-Ayala 
Computer Science
An Algorithmic Approach to Creating 
Effective Study Groups Using a Smart Phone 
App
Dr. Andrew Allen
Elise Rustine 
Graphic Design
A Brief Look at Meaning in Graphic Design
Professor Edward Rushton
Laurel Sabadosh
Criminal Justice & Criminology 
The Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program: 
Attitudes Towards Prisoners as Reported by 
College Students
Dr. Chad Posick
Jordan Salvador
Marketing
Beyond Higher Ed Marketing: Unsanctioned 
User Generated Content 
Dr. Lindsay Larson
Kaley Scanlon 
Nursing
Developmental Outcomes of Pediatric 
Cancer Survivors After Chemotherapy
Dr. Crystal Edds-McAfee
Amanda Sexton 
Anthropology 
Covering the Costs of Curation: A 
Comparative Analysis in the Southeastern 
United States
Dr. Matthew Compton
Emily Elizabeth Shannon
Political Science & Psychology
How Do Active Citizens and Political 
Maximalists Benefit the Individual and the 
Community?  
Dr. Robert Pirro
Alea Simmons 
Management
Attitudes and Behaviors of Medical 
Students Towards Business Education and 
Training
Dr. Steven Charlier
Janice Simon
Criminal Justice & Criminology
A Comprehensive Study on the Application 
of the Theory of African American 
Offending
Dr. Chad Posick
Jenae Smith 
Chemistry
Evaluation of Coated Gold Nanorods on 
Zebrafish Embryos
Dr. John Stone 
Danielle Souza
Biology
Testing Viability of Oligonucleotide 
Primers on Microsatellite Markers 
Amplified by Polymerase Chain Reaction on 
Dermacentor variabilis Samples from the 
Bulloch County Region of Georgia, USA
Dr. Quentin Fang 
Kristi St. Clair
Chemistry
Assessment of Catalytic Function of 
Gold Nanorod-Bound TEMPO under NIR 
Irradiation
Dr. John Stone
Richard Steele
Physics and Mathematics
An Area-Based Fan Beam Projection Model
Dr. Jiehua Zhu
Elizabeth Stovall 
Political Science
Recruitment of American Citizens to 
International Religious Extremist Groups 
via Social Media
Dr. Srobana Bhattacharya
Quinton Taylor
Biology
Size-Dependent Predation on Rough Earth 
Snakes (Haldea striatula) 
Dr. Christian L. Cox
Amber Ugbo 
Nutrition & Food Science and 
Exercise Science
Adherence of Collegiate Level, 
Recreational/Intramural, and Non-Athlete 
College Students to the Mediterranean Diet
Dr. Joelle Romanchik-Cerpovicz
Ashley Williams
Biology and Psychology
Understanding the Mechanistic Roles of 
Integrin Alpha 6 in Tumor Development 
Using a Humanized Zebrafish (Danio rerio) 
Model
Dr. Vinoth Sittaramane
Discovery of Novel Quinoline Derivatives as 
Psychotherapeutic Agents
Dr. Janice Steirn
Sydney Wright  
Biology
Analysis of Genes Encoded by a
Chromosomal Insert in 
Rickettsia philipii
Dr. Marina Eremeeva
Claire Zecha 
Nursing
Nurse Practitioners Integrating Spirituality
into Practice
Dr. Rose Mary Gee
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Sara Baker 
Rehabilitation Sciences
Spatial Orientation by Texture or Geometry
Dr. Jonathan Roberts
Cameron Bowles
Nursing
Stress and Health: How They Relate
Dr. Helen Taggart
Mary Carpenter 
Rehabilitation Sciences
Behavioral and Biochemical Aspects of 
Learning and Memory in Danio rerio
Dr. Keri Mans and Dr. Robert Mans
Cicely Curtis 
Nursing
Analysis of Student Progress and Attitudes in 
New LEAPS Curriculum
Dr. Geneva DeMars
Laura D’Alessio 
Biology/Biochemistry
Determination of DNA Extraction Protocol 
Impacts on Detection of Wolbachia in 
Insects
Dr. Jennifer Brofft and Dr. Jennifer Zettler
Sierra Diemer 
English
Drowning in Possibility: Commonplace 
Metaphors and the Existing Pool of 
Knowledge Surrounding Aquatic Safety 
Education
Dr. Annie Mendenhall
Teresa Durham
English
Saiore
Dr. Robert Terry and Dr. Lisa Dusenberry
Emily Flingos 
Biology
Analysis of Local Population of Wolbachia 
Strains
Dr. Scott Mateer
Elias Frazier 
Psychology
“Sticking it to the Man” Aggression and 
Retaliation Against Authority Figures
Dr. Ho Huynh
Michael Freeman
Liberal Studies
The Archaeological Process: Examining 
the Benedictine Monastery and Freedmen 
School
Professor Laura Seifert
Assata Griffin 
Child and Family Studies
Polling as a Supplement to Current Events 
Teaching in Classrooms
Dr. Nedra Cossa
Jonathan Hatala 
Psychology
Predicting Success in the Honors Program
Dr. Joshua Williams
Lily-Ann Huerd
Nursing
Effects of Education on Sexually 
Transmitted Infections and Safe Sex 
Practices
Dr. Joshua Williams
Ha Huynh 
Biology
Epigenetic Variation Among Kenyan House 
Sparrows
Dr. Aaron Schrey
Lydia McKee 
Diagnostic Medical Sonography
Focused Assessment with Sonography for 
Trauma (FAST)
Professor Myka Bussey-Campbell
Abigail Meert
History
The Remnants of Education within a 
Technological Society
Dr. Allison Belzer, Dr. Jonathan Roberts, and 
Dr. Erik Nordenhaug
Stephanie Owens
Fine Arts
Argentina Study Abroad Exhibition 
Pachamama: Impressions of Argentina
Dr. Rachel Green
Mukti Patel 
Biology
Comparison of Extraction Kits for 
Generation of High Concentration and 
Quality DNA from Sea Turtle Cloacal Fluid 
Samples
Dr. Jennifer Brofft Bailey
Lydia Peavy
Cell & Molecular Biology 
DNA Methylation Patterns in Florida Sand 
Skink in Response to Wildfire
Dr. Aaron Schrey
Courtney Sanderlin 
Nursing
Disturbed Sleep Patterns Related to Stress 
Due to Nursing School
Dr. Kathy Morris
Randi Schroedel
Cell & Molecular Biology
Overexpression Study of a Tethering 
Protein Associated with the COG Complex 
in Aspergilus Nidulans
Dr. Sara Gremillion
Stacie Sims   
Nursing
The Effect of Exercise on the Stress Level of 
College Students
Professor Jeffrey Harris
Michael Swanson   
Liberal Studies
Reacting to the Past: The Franco-Prussian 
Conflict: Bismarck, Wilhelm I, and Napoleon 
III (1870)
Dr. Allison Belzer
Michael Underwood
Computer Science 
Multi Robot Tracking using Open CV Image 
Processing Libraries for C++
Dr. Ashraf Saad
Tessa Wilkins
Health Science Informatics
Peer Education to Pre-licensure Nursing 
Students: How Electronic Health Records 
Impact the Patient, Nurses, and the 
Organization
Dr. Paula Tillman
ARMSTRONG CAMPUS
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In January 2018, the Board of  Regents of the University System 
of Georgia voted to finalize the consolidation of Georgia Southern 
University and Armstrong State University. The consolidation 
process involved faculty, staff, and students in 95 working groups 
which developed over 500 recommendations that are now being 
implemented.  The honors working group was co-chaired by Dr. 
Steven Engel, Director of the University Honors Program at Georgia 
Southern and Dr. Jonathan Roberts, Director of the Honors Program 
at Armstrong State.  They worked together for almost an entire year 
to develop plans to reconcile differences in the existing programs 
and identify ways to provide new opportunities for students on both 
campuses. 
“We started from a place where there were a lot of similarities 
between our two programs but a few differences too,” according to 
Dr. Engel.  “Fortunately, we had a strong foundation of friendship and 
trust to build upon as we worked toward planning a robust honors 
experience for students on both campuses.” 
The honors working group recommendations were developed 
based on listening sessions held with student and faculty groups in both 
Savannah and Statesboro.  “Our main goal throughout this process 
was to put the interests of our students first.  We were fortunate to 
have stakeholders on both campuses that agreed with that notion and 
supported us throughout the process,” said Dr. Roberts.
Students entering in fall 2018 will have the same honors 
requirements regardless of campus.  While there may be some 
different specific activities due to student interest, the aim is to 
provide a consistent and equitable experience for all honors students. 
Dr. Engel will serve as director of the program and Dr. Roberts’ title 
will be Associate Director and Armstrong Campus Lead.  “Regardless 
of our job titles, we are all on the same team, working together to 
challenge students to go beyond what they think they are capable 
of doing—and supporting them through those challenges,” noted Dr. 
Engel.  “That has been the legacy of honors at both Armstrong and 
Georgia Southern so I know it will be seamless for us to maintain that 
focus as we deliver honors education in this new environment.”
One program, two campuses
Honors consolidation
36  •  HONORS @ GEORGIA SOUTHERN  •  SPRING 2018
UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM
POST OFFICE BOX 8130
STATESBORO, GA 30460-8130
www.georgiasouthern.edu/honors
